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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Hiraethog  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  a Report  for  the  year  1943 — such  information 
as  is  available  for  the  whole  District  is  included  but  the  Report 
deals  chiefly  with  the  upper  area. 

STATISTICS  (Whole  District)  : 


N umber  of  Births  (M  : 38.  F : 

50) 

Total  88. 

General  Birth  Rate  1943 
do.  1942 

16.5 

15.8 

District  Birth  Rate  1943 
do.  1942 

16.5 

16.4 

* 

Number  of  Deaths  (M  : 46.  F 

: 36) 

Total  82. 

General  Death  Rate  1943 
do.  1942 

12.1 

11.6 

District  Death  Rate  1943 
do.  1943 

15.4 

11.2 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  : 

A small  number  of  evacuee  children  remained  in  the  District 
— Glanconway  Hostel  was  efficiently  maintained  by  the  Matron 
and  Staff.  The  problem  of  school  accommodation  there  was 
eventually  solved  by  the  departure  of  the  Teacher  in  charge  and 
the  transfer  of  the  children  to  a local  school.  The  staff 
accommodation  was  improved  by  the  end  of  the  year  after 
prolonged  endeavours  on  the  parts  of  your  Officials.  My  experience 
in  this  matter  has  left  an  unhappy  impression  that  the  health  and 
wellbeing  of  the  children  and  staff  at  the  Hostel  was  not  allowed 
to  over-ride  other  consideration  by  the  Central  Authority  and  no 
satisfactory  explanation  has  been  given. 

A Hostel  to  accommodate  about  80  Italian  Prisoners  of  War 
was  established  at  Cerrigydrudion  in  August  and  one  could  not 
help  contrasting  the  excellent  provision  made  for  these  men 
compared  with  that  allowed  for  the  reception  of  the  evacuee 
children. 

A number  of  Italians  have  also  been  billeted  on  farms  in  the 
area — their  conduct  and  health  has  been  satisfactory  and  apart 
from  a few  exceptions,  they  appear  to  have  fitted  into  the  life  of 
the  area  as  well  as  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

Whilst  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  economic  and  financial 
status  of  the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  improved  as  compared 
with  pre-war  years,  there  was  a corresponding  gradual  but  distinct 
fall  in  the  moral  standard,  especially  so  amongst  the  young  people. 

Much  good  work  was  done  voluntarily  through  various 
organisations — it  may  be  too  early  to  expect  results  but  the  position 
is  such  that  it  warrants  serious  consideration  by  people  interested 
in  the  future  welfare  of  the  countryside. 


HEALTH  SERVICES  : 

In  July,  I was  able  to  report  that  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  at 
Cerrigydrudion  had  at  last  been  opened — it  proved  to  be  of  great 
value  especially  as  infant  welfare  work  was  also  done  there.  This 
Clinic  was  opened  twelve  months  after  the  County  Health 
Authority  had  been  notified  of  the  urgency  of  the  matter  and  then 
only  after  continued  pressure  and  eventually  active  intervention  by 
our  County  Council  representative. 


3 


The  A.  R.  P.  Casualty  Services  continued  to  function  during 
the  year — fortunately  their  active  services  were  not  required.  The 
unsatisfactory  ambulance  was  replaced  by  another  vehicle — here 
also  fortunately  (in  more  senses  than  one)  it  was  not  necessary  to 
use  it  for  the  transport  of  any  sick  or  wounded  persons. 

The  local  St.  John  Division  formed  a representative  Ambulance 
Committee  in  the  area — a fund  was  inaugurated  for  the  purpose 
of  purchasing  an  ambulance  to  serve  the  area.  The  response 
where  collections  have  been  made  was  very  satisfactory  but  some 
parts  of  the  area  had  not  done  their  share  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  County  Authority  established  a scabies  centre  at  Llanrwst 
and  members  of  one  family  were  sent  there  for  treatment. 
Scabies  is  a comparatively  common  skin  disease  in  the  area — it 
must  be  stressed  that  it  was  seen  in  the  area  many  years  before 
the  advent  of  evacuees  and  due  frequently  to  lack  of  elementary 
personal  hygiene  combined  with  inefficient  or  complete  lack  of 
treatment,  causing  its  dissemination. 

The  E.P.H.  Laboratory  at  Conway  continued  to  give  valuable 
and  appreciated  services — every  effort  should  be  made  to  retain 
these  services  in  the  future. 

Other  health  services  not  mentioned  above  remain  unchanged. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  (Whole  District)  : 

Water  Supplies—  A new  filtration  plant  was  installed  on  the 
supply  system  for  seven  houses  at  Rhydycreua  by  the  Voelas 
Estate  following  unsatisfactory  reports  of  samples  taken.  An 
attempt  was  made  to  improve  the  supply  at  Ty  Nant  but  this  was 
unsatisfactory  owing  to  the  use  of  steel  pipes  and  the  nature  of  the 
water. 


Sewerage — Three  new  drainage  systems  were  constructed. 
Sewerage,  Housing,  production  of  clean  milk  are  all  matters  which 
will  need  considerable  attention  in  the  upper  area  as  soon  as 
circumstances  permit  and  all  are  dependant  on  an  adequate  supply 
of  clean  water — the  quantity  and/or  quality  is  deficient  in  the  area 
and  the  only  practical  solution  will  be  the  provision  of  a supply 
from  the  Alwen  Reservoir. 
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Milk — Clean  Milking  Demonstrations  by  representatives  of  the 
Denbigh  W.  A.  E.  Committee  were  given  at  15  farms  throughout 
the  District — 22  farms  were  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
Order  1926  and  improvements  carried  out  where  possible — there 
remains  plenty  of  work  to  be  done  in  the  improvement  of  the 
quality  of  the  milk  supply. 

Meat — Supplies  are  obtained  from  three  centres  outside  the 
District.  Most  of  the  canned  food  still  being  surrendered  became 
unfit  due  to  perforation  of  or  damage  to  the  containers. 


Bakehouses  were  periodically  inspected  and  no  alteration  to 
report. 


Schools  were  periodically  visited  and  no  action  was  necessary 
— this  does  not  mean  that  one  was  satisfied  with  the  premises 
where  children  are  compelled  by  law  to  spend  an  important  period 
of  their  lives.  Many  of  the  schools  in  the  District  are  structurally 
unsatisfactory  and  there  is  need  for  vigilance  and  if  necessary, 
strong  pressure  to  ensure  that  this  rural  area  shares  adequately  in 
the  proposed  post-war  reconstruction  of  schools. 

I regret  to  report  that  no  further  progress  was  made  during 
the  year  for  the  extension  of  the  school  dinners  scheme.  The  only 
scheme  in  the  area  (at  Pentrevoelas)  is  working  well  and  to  the 
benefit  of  the  children’s  health. 

Housing.  Owing  to  war-time  restrictions,  little  work  was 
carried  out  though  the  need  here  is  also  pressing — the  Council  is 
to  be  congratulated  on  the  successful  stand  made  regarding  details 
of  construction  for  the  six  agricultural  houses  under  the  Emergency 
Housing  Scheme — after  completion  of  prolonged  negotiations  with 
the  multiplicity  of  departments  involved,  it  was  possible  to  start 
constructing  some  of  these  houses  and  there  is  every  prospect  that 
the  scheme  may  be  finished  before  the  termination  of  the  present 
hostilities. 

Eleven  premises  were  disinfected  and  700  visits  of  inspection 
Avere  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year.  16  Formal 
Notices  were  served — 15  were  complied  with  and  one  statutory 
notice  was  served  and  complied  with. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Upper  Area)  : 

There  were  small  epidemics  of  whooping  cough  in  different 
parts  of  the  area  during  the  first  half  of  the  year — also  one 
localised  outbreak  of  chickenpox. 

The  cases  notified  of  measles  (l)  scarletina  (2)  and  erysipelas 
0)  were  dealt  with  by  home  isolation  and  the  usual  precautionary 
measures. 

In  May,  three  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified — whilst 
these  cases  have  now  lost  much  of  their  former  seriousness  due  to 
advent  of  the  “sulfa”  drugs,  their  occurance  is  unsatisfactory 
especially  as  the  cases  were  all  normal  confinements.  With  the 
ready  and  efficient  assistance  of  the  County  Maternity  and  E.  M. 
Services,  the  source  of  infection  was  traced  and  the  patients  made 
uneventful  recoveries. 

Following  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria  reported  at  the  end  of 
1942,  two  more  children  sent  to  Hospital  as  a precautionary 
measure — one  was  a mild  case  and  the  other  a carrier—  both  had 
received  immunisation  treatment  and  recovered  completely. 

The  improvement  noted  in  the  percentage  of  children  under 
5 years  of  age  immunised  was  maintained  and  as  immunisation  is 
part  of  infant  welfare  work,  the  existence  of  such  a clinic  in  the 
area  will  help  with  this  essential  work. 

In  the  last  annual  report,  the  difficulty  experienced  in  obtaining 
figures  of  age  group  population  was  mentioned — as  this  could  not 
be  solved  at  the  official  source  and  there  was  no  organised  system 
covering  the  whole  District,  I undertook  the  re-organisation  of  the 
diphtheria  immunisation  scheme  for  the  whole  District, — a system 
of  permanent  recording  was  devised  and  Dr.  McKendrick  undertook 
the  visiting  of  the  schools  in  the  lower  area  whilst  I became 
responsible  for  the  upper  area  and  records  for  the  whole  District. 

Each  school  child,  for  whom  consent  is  given,  received  a full 
course  of  treatment  on  admission  or  a single  injection  if  treated  at 
pre-school  age — also  the  single  injection  wras  given  to  each  child 
who  had  been  treated  five  or  more  years  previously.  It  is  with 
pleasure  that  I report  that  refusals  to  give  consent  w ere  infrequent 
with  the  result  that  the  number  of  school  children  treated  reached 
the  satisfactory  figures  of  95%  and  97%  for  the  June  and  December 
returns  respectively. 
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Once  again  I have  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  help  and 
support  of  School  Staffs  throughout  the  District  with  this  work. 
The  incorporation  of  the  Shick  test  as  part  of  the  School  Medical 
Services  would  complete  the  scheme  but  as  yet  the  suggestion  has 
not  been  accepted. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (Whole  District)  : 

The  total  numbers  notified  wrere  as  follows  : — 

Scarletina  6 ; Diphtheria  2 ; Whooping  Cough  20  ; 
Erysipelas  2 ; Measles  11  ; Pneumonia  1 ; 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  3. 

The  only  information  available  about  these  cases  is  that  in 
the  upper  area  2 diphtheria  and  one  puerperal  cases  were  admitted 
to  Hospital — there  was  one  death  due  to  whooping  cough. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  the  necessary  information,  I am  unable 
to  include  the  usual  table  of  age  groups. 

TUBERCULOSIS  : 

In  the  upper  area  the  following  cases  were  notified 
Pulmonary  : 3 Females  (ages  9,  21,  24) 

Non- Pulmonary  : 1 Female  (age  24) 

The  deaths  from  this  cause  registered  for  the  whole  District 
were  : — 

Pulmonary  : 1 Male  and  1 Female 
Non- Pulmonary  : 1 Male  and  1 Female 

Owing  to  being  unable  to  obtain  the  necessary  details,  I cannot 
include  the  customary  table  of  age  groups. 

One  of  the  essentials  in  the  successful  treatment  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  is  early  detection  of  the  malady  and  the  facilities  now 
provided  by  the  Welsh  National  Memorial  Association  for  X-Ray 
examination  should  be  and  is  being  utilised  by  people  on  the  advice 
of  their  medical  attendants. 
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In  conclusion  I have  to  acknowledge  with  gratitude  the 
assistance  readily  given  by  the  Clerk  and  his  Staff,  especially  so 
with  the  re-organisation  of  the  immunisation  Scheme — also  I 
should  like  to  testify  to  the  efficiency  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  who  succeeded  in  accomplishing  much  useful  work 
although  handicapped  by  the  continued  refusal  of  an  increase  in 
petrol  allowed  for  his  work. 


I beg  to  remain, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


September  1944. 


IFOR  H.  DAVIES. 
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